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CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM DAVID REID 

 
1. This has been tried in a number of countries and from the evidence I have seen, it 
has tended to have unintended consequences. It is a sad day when the very best of 
parents are dragged into the courts over administering mild discipline in the best 
interests of their children. This has indeed happened. In these circumstances to be 
criminalised and to possibly loose one’s children would be a heart-breaking 
consequence. Children would lose their family environment and the love of devoted 
parents, as well as the parents lives being shattered. It doesn’t bear thinking about 
how disastrous this Bill could be. Do the sponsors of this Bill really want to see more 
children in care over some triviality? Of course the sponsors no doubt would say 
"that would never happen” but that is not the evidence elsewhere. 
 
2. A survey of adults in Scotland found that 74% were against criminalising smacking 
(ComRes Poll 2017) with only 14% favouring a ban. If the Scottish Parliament 
wishes to be democratic, it needs to represent the views of voters. 
 
3. There are already adequate legal provisions to deal with parents who abuse their 
children and this seems like another example of legislation for the sake of it and to 
no real purpose. This is the kind of thing which brings the Parliament into disrepute 
and undermines respect. The Committee should examine the existing provisions to 
see how superfluous this proposal is. 
 
4. It is typical of regimes in police states to intervene in family life to attempt to 
influence and control the conduct of families. The Scottish Parliament should be very 
wary of such actions, however well intended. Parents have generally been seen to 
know their children and to know what is best for them. 
 
I appeal to the Committee to reject this Bill and ensure that it does not proceed to 
legislation. 
 
 

  

 
 


